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*What are you laughing at, my good woman? Do you
think no one will take the rooms:5
'The other way round. I shall have a crowd here from
morning to night, but Fanny can attend to them. Just tell
me how much I am to askr*
CI will settle that with the young woman herself. There
will not be so very many, as I say, "speaking English and
French" Furthermore, my lodger must be young and re-
spectable, as I will have no visitors, not even her father
and mother.5
eBut there will be always a crowd round the door to read
the notice.'
'That does not matter; a little singularity does no harm.*
As the old housekeeper had foreseen, as soon as the notice
was up, every one stopped to read and comment on it. The
second day, my negro servant, Jarbe, told me my notice had
been reproduced in the St. James's Chronicle with satirical
comments. I sent for the paper, and Fanny translated it to
me as follows:—
'The owner of the second and third floors probably occu-
pies the first himself. He must be a man of pleasure and
taste, for he desires a young lodger, alone and without en-
cumbrances. As she is to receive no visitors, it is to be sup-
posed he means to keep her company. It is to be feared,
however, that the landlord gets the worst of the bargain, as
the young lady may only take the rooms to sleep in, or to
go to from time to time; it is even possible that she may
refuse to receive her landlord.3
English news-sheets are the most entertaining things in
the world. Everything that goes on is freely discussed. The
journalists here have a knack of making the simplest things
interesting. Happy the people in whose country one can say
everything and write everything!
I will not describe the hundred and one young women
who presented themselves during the first ten days, to all of
whom I refused to let, on some pretext or other, though
many of them were not lacking in grace and beauty.

